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HOMELAND:
CULTURAL MIGRATIONS THROUGH ARTISTRY

Alsarah & 
The Nubatones
Ya Watan (O Homeland)
We kick off the 2016/17 
season with Brooklyn-based 
Alsarah & The Nubatones.
Alsarah is a Sudanese-born
singer, songwriter, and 
self-proclaimed practitioner of
East African retro-pop, whose
music is deeply rooted in 
Nubian ‘Songs of Return’ from
the 1960s and 70s, and 
contemplates modern migration
patterns and cultural exchanges
between Sudan and Egypt. 
We welcome Alsarah & The
Nubatones for their first ever
Philadelphia appearance, 
performing music from their 
internationally renowned debut
album, Silt, as well as from
their 2016 album release, 
Manara. 

Udi Bar-David &
Hanna Khoury
From Tarshiha to Rabin
Center – An Artistic 
Path to Peace
Acclaimed American-Israeli 
cellist Udi Bar-David and
Arab-Israeli violinist Hanna
Khoury (2010 Pew Fellow),
joined by Syrian-Venezuelan
master percussionist Hafez
Javier Kotain (2013 Pew 
Fellow), will recount their recent
concert tour of Arab and Jewish
communities in Israel amidst 
the ongoing tensions in the 
region, while traveling with the
Interfaith Center of Greater
Philadelphia, in partnership
with Intercultural Journeys. 
The trio will perform musical 
selections from their tour, and
will share the challenges and
hopes from their experiences
through sounds and video that
documented their journey of
peace.

Rajna Swaminathan/
RAJAS & Anu Yadav
Storytellers 
Accomplished mridangam 
(South Indian percussion) artist and 
composer Rajna Swaminathan
joins forces with acclaimed 
playwright/actor Anu Yadav to
debut their compelling political and
personal performance, Storytellers,
against the current backdrop of
racially charged conflict and other
'isms' plaguing our society. Together
with RAJAS, Swaminathan’s 
ensemble rooted in the Indian 
classical perspective and jazz/
creative music scenes, Storytellers
combines musical improvisation
with community-engaged theater
that acknowledges our differences,
transcends boundaries, and 
addresses the urgent need for 
compassion and humanity in these
challenging times.

Keisha Hutchins
Going Home
In Going Home, classically-trained
vocalist and singer-songwriter
Keisha Hutchins examines how
African-American musical art forms
have functioned throughout history
and across the Diaspora, and 
considers what it means to be Black
in various homelands, where some
of those living the Black experience
still do not feel completely at home
and welcome.  Audiences will 
journey with Keisha and other guest
artists through music, dance and 
poetry to ask “What is home?” and
“What is Blackness?“, and trouble
the notions both outside of and
within the Black Diaspora that try 
to define us in easily packaged
monolithic terms.

Rahim AlHaj
Letters from Iraq
Two-time GRAMMY-nominee
and 2015 NEA National 
Heritage Fellow, composer
and oud virtuoso Rahim
AlHaj will premiere his latest
work, Letters from Iraq. 
Performed with string quintet,
Arabic percussion, and
AlHaj's masterful oud 
playing, Letters from Iraq is 
a poignant meditation on 
war, its aftermath, and its 
consequences.  Inspired 
by stories told from the 
perspective of Iraqi women
and children, Letters from Iraq
will also feature renowned
Philadelphia-based musicians,
including Pennsylvania 
Ballet Concertmaster 
Luigi Mazzocchi.     
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Intercultural Journeys promotes peace through world-class music and arts 
performances, and dialogue-oriented platforms that encourage greater 
understanding among people of diverse cultures and faiths. In addition to
performances, throughout each season we offer a variety of free events like
workshops, panel discussions, arts residencies, pre/post concert talks, 
and other forums designed to expand social consciousness and awareness. 
This season we rediscover homeland as a temporal landscape shaped by
legacies of migration, cultural encounters and artistic exchanges.  

For more information and a schedule of all events, 
www.interculturaljourneys.org

Season performances will take place at 
International House Philadelphia
3701 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104

For tickets, please visit www.IHousePhilly.org/IJ 
or call 215-387-5125 (option 2)

General Admission $15 | IHP Member $10 | Students $8

Alex Shaw, Curator
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